
Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Session 1: 
Valuing plurilingual identities 

and attitudes towards 
diversity – Challenging 

assumptions



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Session 1 - Objectives

• Supporting teachers and teacher trainers to:

• Be aware of their own plurilingual identity

• Become aware of their own attitudes towards 

languages and linguistic and cultural diversity

• Develop positive attitudes towards linguistic and 

cultural diversity

• Consider myths and facts to challenge assumptions
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-

2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx


Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Getting to know yourselves and each
other: Plurilingual Repertoires

Please create a small poster with the title “My
Languages and Me”: 

• Think of languages and dialects that you know or
any languages that are important for you for some
specific reason

• Visualise your repertoire imagining that the
different languages/dialects were located in 
different parts of your body or in a landscape. 
Where would you place them and why? What
colours would you chose and why? 

• Please add short explanations. 
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Alternatively…

Draw a pathway through an imaginary landscape 
beginning with your birth up to now which leads 
through the important stages of your life. Draw decisive 
moments (e.g. when your family moved house or 
settled in a different country, when you went to school, 
your best friends and when/where you met them…) 
and add the languages that you learnt or used in the 
course of this trajectory. 5
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Sharing together

• Explain to a partner what you have illustrated 
and answer your partner’s questions on the 
details. Then your partner explains what (s)he 
has drawn, and you can ask questions.

• What did you learn/discover when drawing your 
language repertoire or profile?

• What’s the purpose of this activity? Do you do 
any similar activities with your classes? What 
would children/students/colleagues learn from 
it?



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

13



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Visualising repertoires

maledive.ecml.at
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Visualising repertoires

maledive.ecml.at
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https://maledive.ecml.at/en/
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PALINGUI 
Language learning pathways of young children

Making early language learning visible
• Language learning pathways are becoming more and more diverse as a 

result of linguistic and cultural diversity. 

• PALINGUI is looking at these diverse linguistic journeys of young
learners in educational contexts and how to make these visible
through a range of methods and tools.

• These will make it possible to identify, understand and document
language learning of children age 3 to 12 and thereby create learning
opportunities allowing them to progress along their language learning
pathways.

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-
2023/Languagelearningpathwaysofyoungchildren/tabid/4304/language/en-GB/Default.aspx

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Languagelearningpathwaysofyoungchildren/tabid/4304/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Languagelearningpathwaysofyoungchildren/tabid/4304/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Summary so far

• Linguistic and cultural diversity is normal!

• With our languages we associate emotions, experiences, 
memories and people.

• Our languages are linked closely to our (language) 
biography and our identity.

• In many cases we have a “Herzenssprache”; 
often this is our first language. 

• The languages of the learners have to be taken into
account: 

If we ignore the languages of the learners, 
we ignore the kids themselves. (Jim Cummins) 20
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https://www.ecml.at/en/ECML-Programme/Programme-2020-2023/Pluralistic-teacher-competences/Materials
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Languages in your environment

In small groups, discuss the following 

questions:

• What languages can be found in your 

environment outside school?

• What languages are visible or audible in your 

school and inside your classroom? What 

views do your colleagues hold about this?

– Whatever your response – what does this 

reveal about your school and its values?
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Fact or myth?

• Do the ILLEY* Quiz:

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-

2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/QuizFAQ/tabid/3064/langua

ge/en-GB/Default.aspx 

* ILLEY – Inspiring Language Learning in the Early Years

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/tabid/3015/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/QuizFAQ/tabid/3064/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/QuizFAQ/tabid/3064/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/QuizFAQ/tabid/3064/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Theory, research and 
practice in teacher education

• Do teachers in your context learn about research 
into plurilingualism and second language 
acquisition? 

• If so, share examples of what is taught and how?

• If not, discuss the reasons for this and how it might 
be more integrated?

• How do teachers feel about theory and research?

28
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From

Maledive

https://maledive.ecml.at/en/Study-materials/Society/Dealing-with-facts-myths
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Benefits for the plurilingual individual? 

• linguistic benefits,

• enhanced cognitive skills, 

• health benefits,

• social benefits, 

• employment opportunities,

• intercultural awareness, 
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Benefits for the plurilingual individual? 

• linguistic benefits, e.g. accessing information and 
communicating in a range of languages; enhanced 
competence and sensitivity in using their linguistic 
repertoire; 

• enhanced cognitive skills, e.g. cognitive flexibility, concept 
formation, openness to diverse ways of expressing ideas, 
increased attentional control and working memory; 

• health benefits, e.g. delaying age-related dementia;

• social benefits, family, friends etc;

• employment opportunities

• intercultural awareness, including critical awareness of their 
own cultural assumptions and acceptance of different 
perspectives. (See Lamb 2015 for references)
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The power of languages

1. Language(s) enable(s) children to get access to education
and in turn education gives access to language(s). 

1. But language(s) can also reinforce social hierarchies and 
enable discrimination against minorities, e.g. when the
political power privileges the dominant national language
or those of specific ethnic groups. 

Human rights to education are violated when the child has
no right to maintain his or her mother tongue and to
develop it further in school.

32
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Raising awareness for languages

• stimulates the reflection on attitudes in social and 
multicultural contexts (e.g., from problem to resource), 

• increases the development of adequate pedagogical
strategies for more social cohesion.

The close interweaving between
languages and cultures should be
emphasized in intercultural education. 
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plurimobil.ecml.at

https://plurimobil.ecml.at/Home/tabid/3764/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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