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Session 3: 
Supporting teachers to appreciate 

the benefits of using pluralistic 
approaches with their students 
from a motivational perspective 

• Reflecting on the needs and resources of your 
own diverse learners and how to respond to 
them

• Developing a plurilingual dimension in all 
subjects
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    An example of a teacher drawing on his

learners’ home languages to learn the language
of schooling

Comparons  nos langues
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C874sN1_1

WA

(or in the Marille project)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C874sN1_1WA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C874sN1_1WA
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2008-2011/Majoritylanguageinmultilingualsettings/tabid/5451/Default.aspx
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Teacher competences – comparing languages

What are this teacher’s competences? 

• What exactly does he do? 

• How do you think his learners benefit from it?

• How would you describe his attitude(s)?

• What do you think of the atmosphere in this classroom?

• Do your teachers sometimes use the same kind of 

approach? If not, why not? If they do, please give us some

examples. 
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-

2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/tabid/4300/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/Competences/tabid/5613/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2020-2023/Pluralisticteachercompetences/Materials/tabid/5614/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Steps Aims Tasks Remarks

Introduction: motivation in the language classroom

Step 1 - To initiate reflection on motivation for 
language /culture learning

- To elicit knowledge (theoretical or 
experiential) regarding:

- the connection between task 
characteristics and the development 
of motivation

- the teacher's role in generating, 
maintaining, and reinforcing
 learners' motivation

1. Brainstorming the strategies that the teacher 
can implement to generate, maintain and 
reinforce learners' motivation in the 
language class.

2. Group reflection (filling in tables) on an 
extract from teaching materials used in the 
teaching context:

- analysis of its characteristics in 
relation to learner motivation

- exploration of what the teacher can 
do at various stages of the task to 
reinforce motivation

3.       Sharing in plenary or in new groups.

- The starting point is the teachers' 
classroom practice, which may not 
necessarily align with pluralistic 
approaches.

- The teaching materials discussed 
here can be chosen by the 
participants or by the teacher 
educator.

Alternative:
With participants who are already familiar 
with pluralistic approaches, one can also 
start with a task of that type.

Step 2 - To raise awareness of the importance of the 
teacher's role in learner motivation in 
language classrooms

- To broaden the range of parameters to be 
considered in this area

a) Participants examine an adapted version of a 
diagram from Dörneyi, (2001a,b), on teacher 
strategies for generating, maintaining and 
reinforcing learner motivation for language 
learning; they identify those mentioned in their 
discussions in step 1.

b) They discuss the relevance of other strategies 
for the task in question.

Alternative:

If time is limited, this step can be 
skipped and the adaptation of Dörneyi's 
diagram can be introduced later, in the 
section devoted specifically to reflection 
on pluralistic approaches.

Document for teacher educators

1.45 
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Exploiting the potential of pluralistic approaches for learner motivation

In groups of 5, look at the 5-page Handout and discuss the 

following:

1. How might you adapt this handout for use in a teacher training session on 

motivating learners for language learning?

2. In activity 3 (page2) analyse Task 1 only on both tables. 

3. Be ready to feed back to the whole group.

9
A HANDOUT FOR PARTICIPANTS 

(adapted from TePA)
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Plurilingualism and pluriculturalism in 
all subjects

conbat.ecml.at

ConBaT+ 
• the introduction of the 

languages and cultures 
present in the classroom 
into a number of subjects. 

• the enrichment of 
content teaching while 
fostering the acquisition 
of knowledge, skills and 
(positive) attitudes. 

http://conbat.ecml.at/
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Conbat+     http://conbat.ecml.at/

http://conbat.ecml.at/
https://conbat.ecml.at/en/
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http://conbat.ecml.at/
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Conbat+ 
an example

Motion in the ocean by Martine Kervran
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Answer sheet

The word hurricane came to English from the Spanish word huracán. 

Spanish explorers and conquerors took the word from the Taino word, 

meaning storm. Taino is an extinct language from the Bahamas.

The word typhoon comes from the Chinese word台 风(TAI-FUNG) 

which means great wind. 

The word tsunami comes from the Japanese word meaning port .

The word cyclone comes from modifications of the Greek word kyklōma 

which means  wheel and is derived from kyklos, meaning circle.
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Focus questions for teachers

1. What exactly would children learn from these resources and 
activities? Would learners be motivated to learn languages 
with this kind of activities?

2. How might they be adapted for your own context? (subject, 
age group etc.)

3. Can you think of other activities in other subjects? 

4. What obstacles might there be to you doing this kind of 
activity? How might you get over them in order to include at 
least some aspects of this kind of learning?
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