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Session 5: Encouraging collaboration 
across the whole school to promote 
learning as well as multilingual and 
intercultural awareness
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The term 'language-sensitive education' describes an 
inclusive approach to teaching any subject: teachers help 
their learners to deal with the language demands of learning
so that, whatever their language and /or social background, 
all learners can make the most of their education. 

Building blocks help teacher educators and curriculum 
planners working with teachers of different languages and 
subjects to embed language-sensitive education into teacher 
education curricula.
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MALEDIVE: Reflective questions
https://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Individual/Frommonolingualtoplurilingual/tabi

d/3669/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Learning environments where 
modern languages flourish 

(EOL)
• Working on learning environments where modern languages flourish 

implies that learning goals, teaching practices and education policy 
converge. From this perspective, the main requirements are to foster 
plurilingual and intercultural education; to teach how language is 
embedded in the cultural context of its use; to share to what extent 
modern languages contribute to general educational aims.

• www.ecml.at/learningenvironments

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Learningenvironmentswhereforeignlanguagesflourish/tabid/1865/Default.aspx
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EOL-34
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Sec Encouraging motivation towards plurilingualism 
and language learning 

Recommendation R1 (2022) of the Committee of 
Ministers on the importance of plurilingual and 
intercultural education for democratic culture

The full implementation of the measures, which requires 
co-ordination at national level and collaboration between 
agencies of formal, non-formal and lifelong learning, is the 
work of many years because it entails shifts not only in 
educational policy and practice but also in societal 
attitudes to linguistic and cultural diversity. 
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Shifting societal attitudes to valuing 

plurilingualism and language learning
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The World in Our City: 

Languages Live!

  
Date         Time  Venue

Tuesday 23rd Sept
High Storrs (1)      1.00 pm Spiegeltent

Malin Bridge (2)     1.20 pm Spiegeltent

Dore Primary (3)      1.40 pm  Spiegeltent

Wednesday 24th Sept
Home Languages &      4.00 pm Castle House

Early Years workshop 
> Sue Withey & Helen Fidler 

(Sheffield City Council)

Talks: Languages & Arts and Culture   5.30 pm   Castle House
(by academics from the School of Languages 
and Cultures, University of Sheffield) :

> Prof Philip Swanson on ‘Modern “Art” and How to Read the Unreadable: 

Latin American Poetry as Test Case’ 

> Dr Amanda Crawley Jackson on ‘Re-thinking the banlieue: contemporary 

art and the media’

> Dr Helen Abbott on ‘Languages, Poetry, and Music - why singing in 

French changes everything’

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

Notes

(1) Performance in Urdu

(2) Performance in Mandarin

(3) Songs in French & German

Exhibitions, performances, talks and taster sessions 

celebrating Sheffield’s multilingual character

VISIT OUR INTERACTIVE EXHIBITION AND POP-UP LANGUAGE 

TASTERS - EVERY DAY IN CASTLE HOUSE (LEVEL 1)

PROGRAMME

Date        Time  Venue

Thursday 25th Sept
Monteney Primary       11.00 am Spiegeltent

Westfield School (4)      11.30 am  Spiegeltent

Talks: Languages & Business     10.30 am Castle House
> Natalie Wilmot (Sheffield Hallam University)

> Anna Parker (UKTI Yorks & Humber)

Multilingual Poetry         5.00 pm Spiegeltent
> Debjani Chatterjee MBE

> Basir Sultan Kawmi MBE

> River Wolton

> Ethel Maqeda

> Claire Basarich

> Ellen McLeod 

Friday 26th Sept                 (EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES) 
Bradfield School       11.00 am Spiegeltent

Porter Croft CoE Primary Academy (5)   11.20 am Spiegeltent

Radio discussion                                                  12.00    Sheffield Live
> Prof Terry Lamb (University of Sheffield)

> Sandra Potesta (RLNO Yorks & Humber)

> Anna Parker (UKTI, Yorks & Humber)

> Nawal El-Amrani (public health)

Multilingual storytelling (6)       4.00 pm Castle House
> Vanda Priestly

> Lisa Wang

> Eduardo Rull Ariza

Saturday 27th Sept
Why Languages Matter!    12.00-4.00 pm Winter Garden

(interactive exhibition)     

Celebrating our languages      2.30–3.30 pm Winter Garden
(performances in Mandarin, 

Oromo and Spanish) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes

(4) Song in Spanish & English

(5) Playlet in French: ‘L’anniversaire d’ Henri 

Hérisson’

(6) Stories in Hungarian, Mandarin & Spanish L
IV

E
! LAN

GUA

GES

The World in Our City: 

Languages Live!
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Why Languages Matter!
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Why Languages Matter
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Terry Lamb, University of Westminster, UK
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Task: To develop an idea for a collaborative 

approach to valuing multilingualism

• Find (a) partner(s) to develop a project plan for 
your context and/or beyond (on flipchart paper):

• - Who is it aimed at? 

– Describe the focus

– Which of the ‘building bricks’ does it relate to?

– Objectives? What will it achieve?

– Who to involve? 

– Which tools and resources will you draw on?

– Think about time: when, how long, etc.
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Developing projects for a holistic approach

Using pluralistic
approaches

Being aware of myths
and linguistic rights

Knowing the 
importance of reflecting 
on one‘s own language 

repertoire

Making links between
languages

Focusing on languages
in all subjects

Working with teachers‘ 
own attitudes

Making visible the
languages of the

learners

Knowing characteristics of
academic language

Taking learners‘ 
repertoires into

account

Knowing scaffolding
strategies

A pedagogical holistic 
approach

Exploiting the pluralistic 
approaches for learner 

motivation
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