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Session 4 : Developing teacher competences 
and confidence in supporting learners with

the language of schooling

• To develop teacher/school approaches to 
supporting all children to access the language 
of education across the curriculum

• To explore scaffolding strategies and 
differentiated teaching materials

• To share strategies used in Slovak schools and 
build on them
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How can learners‘ resources be taken into
account? Experiences of Moises 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI&feature=player_embedd
ed

Our observations:
• How does his family

act?
• What does the 

teacher do? 
• What does Moises 

do? 
• How does Moises 

feel?
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How can learners‘ resources be taken into
account in the classroom?

Please get together in small groups.

1. What do you know about Moises and his family?

2. How does Moises try to participate in the lesson?

3. How do you think the teacher feels?

4. What could the teacher do to assess his knowledge and skills 
during this lesson? 

5. What would you do to help Moises in the classroom? 
What happens or might happen in schools that you know?

• As you discuss, make a list of recommendations for teachers.
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Scaffolding for content and language

Scaffolding is temporary help 

that assists students to 

become more independent 

and capable of handling 

learning more on their own. 

What a student can do with 

support today, (s)he will be 

able to do alone tomorrow. 

achievenowpd.com
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DEVELOPING LANGUAGE 
AWARENESS IN SUBJECT 

CLASSES

DÉVELOPPER LA CONSCIENCE LINGUISTIQUE

DANS LES MATIÈRES SCOLAIRES

• 3 steps for subject teachers: planning  – teaching  – learning

• A treasure trove of tools: check-lists for language-sensitive teaching, self-

evaluation grids, language and subject teacher collaboration, case-studies …

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Scaffolding techniques

(Languages in Subjects, ECML)
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https://www.ecml.at/ECML-

Programme/Programme2016-

2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Le

arning/tabid/4195/language/en-

GB/Default.aspx

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Learning/tabid/4195/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Learning/tabid/4195/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Learning/tabid/4195/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Learning/tabid/4195/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step3Learning/tabid/4195/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Scaffolding writing / speaking

Maledive.ecml.at

Experiment report
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Scaffolding writing / speaking

Maledive.ecml.at

Experiment report
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Scaffolding writing / speaking
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Scaffolding receptive skills

Reading – listening
– research subject in own language before lesson

– relate content to their own countries

– tasks to enable them to show comprehension without

relying on writing skills e.g.

• Overall topic? Title?

• Multiple choice

• True or false

• Ask about specific information

• Fill in the gaps (if transcript available)

• Questions

• Summarise, translate, etc. etc.
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Scaffolding productive tasks
• Whole class preparation and joint planning e.g. teach key specialist 

language

• Pre-reading activities, e.g. jigsaw reading

• Develop a word-wall on different topics - multilingual

• Provide a model text and discuss what makes it successful (whole-

class or groups)

• Provide several examples of a genre and ask them to discuss what 

makes them similar 

• Provide vocabulary/phrases, including specialist language (maybe 

including learners’ languages if possible)

• Writing frames

• Gap filling (focusing on specific language issues)

• Divide the task into smaller steps

• Include other ways of responding: visuals, timeline, role play, etc.

• Slogans instead of extended writing

• Reconstruct a coherent text from jumbled sentences

• Includes parts in first language

• Use dictionaries – any support (may need to learn how to use)

• Pair/Groupwork – but discuss how to work
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If your teachers want to find 
(more) examples of
scaffolding

Pluriliteracies, ECML: 
https://pluriliteracies.ecml.at

“How do I know you 
know until I hear what 
you say, read what you 
write, or see what you 
show me in an 
appropriate way?”
 

https://pluriliteracies.ecml.at/
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PTL makes the links between content and 
language learning visible. 

For example…

Pluriliteracies Teaching for Learning

http://pluriliteracies.ecml.at/
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pluriliteracies.
ecml.at
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pluriliteracies.ecml.at
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If you want to find (more) 
examples of scaffolding

19

pluriliteracies.
ecml.at



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

More examples of scaffolding

Scaffolding learning

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffold

inglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Academic language

• For many students, the language of their day-
to-day life either at home or in their peer 
group is markedly different from that of school 
and of subject learning. 

• The school has to adapt to the learners – and 
not only the other way around. 



Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Some characteristics
of academic language

Compared to everyday informal language:

- More longer complex sentences

- More impersonal statements and passive voice

- Abstract terms, nominalisations

- Complex compound names

- Particular expressions

- Low redundancy –> condensed texts and complex messages

- etc.
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BICS and CALP
(Cummins 1979)

• Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills

• Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

• BICS : ~  2 years

• CALP : 5 – 7 years
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BICS and CALP
Implications

• A student who is fluent in the social language may 
need support for developing academic language. 

• Teachers of content subjects (maths, history, etc.) 
need to be language aware and be able to:
– Identify the component parts of academic language

– Identify students’ needs

– Make academic language accessible to students (all 
students)

• Teachers of the language of schooling may support 
this by making connections to those contents. 
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The language dimension in all subjects

2016

Attention to language in 

the subject classroom will 

not only improve the pupils’ 

competence in subject-

based as well as general 

language use, but will also 

help deepen their 

understanding of the 

subject matter and their 

wider learning in the 

subject.
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Language Descriptors

http://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/LanguageDescriptors/tabid/1800/Default.aspx


Initiative co-funded by the European Union and the 
European Centre for Modern Languages

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Adapting to the learners also means identifying
what they already know…. Sometimes maybe
differently….
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Using gestures to count

Different ways of ….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEoG4FiUqC4
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multiplying……

Different ways of ….

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/SFVDvRTL7lc
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multiplying……

Different ways of ….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gngvWShRgX4
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https://www.francaislangueseconde.fr/plurimaths/plurimaths-videos

https://www.francaislangueseconde.fr/plurimaths/plurimaths-videos
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