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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE: NEW PARADIGMS AND OLD
PRACTICES? INCREASED PRODUCTION WITH MANAGEMENT
OF ORGANIC INPUTS IN SENEGAL

AMADOU MAKHTAR DIOP
The Rodale Institute, 611 Siegfriedale Road, Kutziown, PA 193530, USA
(e-mail: adiop@rodaleinst.org; fix: +1 610 6838348)

Abstract. Farmers in Sahelian countries are confronted with a variety of soil fertility and management
problems. During the last two decades, NGOs have worked with farmers and research institutions to develop
and test practices that will inerease food production, while at the same time enhance the natural resource base.

Since 1987, The Rodale Institute (RI) has worked closely with farmers’ associations and government
institutions o promote regenerative agriculture-farming systems that prioritize the use of local resources while
improving them as they are used to grow food, using agro-ecological methods. The Senegalese Agricultural
Research Institute has collaborated in this program as a partner of RI. The Senegal Regenerative Agriculture
Resource Center model has been applied as a new and viable approach that builds on traditional knowledge
and farmer-to-farmer exchange.

Research results on soil conservation and improvement have shown that fields spread with amended animal
manure or compost yield greater harvests than fields farmed with traditional methods.
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